' PRINTED BY IOHN LEGAT, | 


THREE M 
QVESTIONS,F 
- GODLY, PLAINLY, AND | 
briefly handled. Si 2.59.78 i 


TJ. Theywubich are induedef God waith N 
4 inſtifying faith , can not viterly |: 

looſe the ſame. i 

II. The true beleeuer, by faith, is aſſured | | 
of the forgiuenes of his ſinnes. l 

111, Chriſt ajed effeffualh for the Eleft a } 
lone:ther fore net for enery ſeutrallman. } 


Hereunto is added a propoſition full ofcom- | Þ 
fort,very godly,and plainiy handled: i 

to wit, || 

They wvhich bane moſt grienouſty offendedthe Y 
mmaicitie of God, ought not to deſpaire of 

bis mercie. Þ 
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Tothe Reader. 


Offer wnto thy vieuv, good Reantr, inthis]. 

little Treatiſe, certaine Common places of: 

Divinitie, vubich are neither troubleſome} 
for the length nor difficult by reaſon of the ſhort-}; 
nes. In handling of them Thane labouredtofinde}, 
out the truth, not tobe curions. If they benefit | 
the Charch, I hane my deſire. If the Pelagians| 
and Rhemiits like not of them, thoumni# reme-| 
ber tnat there iudgement is naught or GHtle\. 
wworth, and that the enerlafting truth of God,F 
vvhich is amo#t pretions pearle, istobe prefer-J 
reabefore any creature vuhat ſoener. Farewell} 
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T hey which are indued with a| 


; 


iuſtifying faith,can not vtterly loſe the ſame. F 


Rea ſons. 


I: Vl make an enerlafting | 
covenant with them, that: | 
I wvill nener turne away. | 
S94 from them, and 1 oullpus ? 
Siey feare in their hearts, | 

FIAS that they ſtall not acpart' | 
fromme. Ter. 20. 40. that is, they ſhallneuer ſo Þ 
depart, as that they ſhall be altogether voide of}, 
my feare. The Argument ſtandeththus: God | i 
promiſeis,that he will cauſe bis children togoe:Þ: 
on in that which is good and pjcaſing in his F 
fight: thereforeno doubrttheyſhallgoe on; and F: 
ſo by way of conſequent, they cannot looſe Þj 
their tuſtifying faith. The Antecedentiscleare, Þ 
by the place before cited out of Teremie. The 
argument therefore followes, vnlcſſe we will Þ 
prooue the cucrlaſting God alyer; which we Þ 

. cannot once imagine without blaſphemic. P 
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| canal he Ca hath calledyon, vohich will 

Ga ache: 1. Thelſ'5.24. 

|| "IL. Faithouercommeth the ANCE > I. Toh. 

| p 4 Therefore itcan not be oucrcome, andby 

conſcquentitcannot vtterly beloſt. _ 

By faith hc 00; "i 4a 4 a liuely embracing 

1 of Chriſt. Forclſethis were notthe worke of 

! |fairh, bur of him, whome we lay hold onby 
' Faith ,namely Chriſt Icſus. 

By vvorla he vndciſtands the pleaſures of 
| [the world, which the world greedily huts 
| }akter. AID 
INI. Faith (wobich inftifieth) avth quench 

allthe e fierie darts of the denill.Eph.6 14. There- 

'| | Hprei ircannortbe quenched. 
1uftifying faithisnothing elſe but a Aedlaſ 
alkane inGod, whichapplics vntoir ſclfc the 
zxerits of Chriſt 
"Dp fierre darts he meanes the temptations of 
J F% fleſh, the world, and the deuil. 
| 1% EV. home he hath initified, them hath he 
|| alſo zlorified, Rom. 8. 30. namely inthislife, 
[Lacking the firſt fruits of glorification. There- 
| |. foreir follows, that juſtifying faith can notbe 
ponany ol 

\Theficſt fruicsof gloribcation, are Peace of 

ICICRCC. of andi oy igthe holy Ghoſt. 
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. The gift and calling of God are My } 

ont ln Rom.11.29. Therefore whome| 
God once loues, he loues vnto the end. Tohir4.r.f 
And he whichis once endued with theſpirit off 
ſanRification, is alwaicsendued.Otherwile thef 
decree of almightie God of ſaving them tharſ' 
be his ſhould nor ſtand, which we cannor onceſ 
imagine without blaſphemie. ' 
"They haucthe ſpirit of fanQification, whoſ | 
wicked luſts and affeQtions aretruly mortifiedſ 
and renewed. i 
VI. whoſoener is borne of God, ſanneth not] 
'x, Toh.5.18. therefore he doth notalrogethey 
looſe ha faith. The mcaning of rhe Apolilcis 8 
that the regenerate'man,doth noririne cithey 
wUvholly, or -fonalh. Not wwholl ; fer'there at. 
alwaics ſome gifts and graces abiding inhim} 
nor finalh, for the wicked touchethhimnor; 
Toh. 5.18. thatisroſay, withadeadly wounde 
_ The ſhielde of faith may be battered, Dol it ca} 
Not be pierced through. | 
VII. The wvord of God oy wearſ- 
regenerate) is ax inmortall ſeed Per.1.23. thai 
istofay, it neucr dies in them whicharecralf 
_ Tuſtified, Tr is like ynro the fire conered ou 
with many aſhes, which afterward breakety: 
is into a flame, It is i the anchor of thi 
————K_. flupp 7 
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iope, , waich becing caft, into the bottomeof 
e ſea, ſeemesto be ouerwhelmed, and carried. 
away with wancs and rempefts, bur yerut abi- 


eth. Irishkethetree whoſe roote is liuing,al- 


|xhough itbring forth no fruir. 


VIII. If they hadbeeneaf vs,theys raul 


1 | , aue continneduvith US.L Tob-zas thats, they 
{would nochaue made ſhipwracke, and failkedin. 
ſ| 


\\the profelsion of there faith. The ſouldjers of 
'Wrrift nay be ſlaine, but they cannot be yanqui- 
med Cipr.lib.z. epiſt.r. Armour of proofe beeing. 
. hardly laid at may recciue acracke,bur it cannot 

be pearced., The tuft. mar fallkth ſeuen times, 
ls riſerh againe byrepentance.Prov. 26.16. If 
acfall, how isheiuſt2ithebeiuſt, how doth he 
| All; ? Surely it is as Hicrome faith, That manis 
 #hovatesiuft, vuhoriſeth againe by repentace, 
*\Jieron.lib.2, epilt 10.ad Ruſticum. Andhe is 
aide to-continge tothe end, who alhough he 

| pmetime: falls, yethe riſehagaine, and inthe 
_ is found fairhfull. Bellar. comroverſ 3: de 

Rom.Poncit. hb.4.cap.3. 

| IX. They v uhich are iuftified, are c led 

| | ſreepe and his ſpouſe.They are his cg 
.hercfore although they gocaſtray, yet:they 
allbebrought home againczo the fold. They 
c his { Ro rEPet there may not beacon» 
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'tinualldiuvorce betweene Chriſt 8: them:yvhich 
; of force muſt be;if they which aretruly iuſtifi- 
| ed may finally fall by fine. T muſt needes con- 
fefſe that cuery one which isregenerate, may 
and ought tofay with Dauid, So foot; wuas 7, 
andrgnorant: Ivoas a beait before thee. Pal. 
73:22. bur he muſt adde and fay further with 
the ſameprophet Dauid; yet [was alwares with. 
thee,(that is, ynder thy proteftig,as vnder thing 
owne ſignet,) thot haſt holden me by the right, 
bandyyer(.23.to wit,that I mightriorvrrerty tall 
away fromthee.. Oe 
_» X, ;Jo thoſe whichare ſicke of alethargie, 
and in fach likewiſe as are ouercome with 
drinke, the powers and faculties of theminde' 
hauenot there free courſe and paflage, butyert; 
the minde it ſelfe remaines. Hardpes of beleete. 
raignesnotinthe hearts of the righteous; bur 
aſſaulrs them outwardly. The vuater (that 
is,the effeQuuallgrace of the holy Gho)vwhzich 
TJuvillgine unto him(tohimJiay, that isjuſti> 
hed) pralbe zn hinra vel of 2yugter [pringing 
wp into euerlaiting tfe , larth our-Sautour 
Chriſt yntothewornan of Samaria; Ioh, 4:14: 
It the holy Ghoſt be like a fountainethart cure 


floweth , doubiicflethey cannot dric.yp, who 1 


are regenerate by thehaly Ghof, It they drie 
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> mcdtohauclaidaſideall profefsion of true re- | 
* higion and godlines. this faich was lulled alkepe, | 
and ccli pled fotatime; butatlength it ſhined a- | 
gainc like the ſunnc out of a blacke cloud, and | 
lifted vp it ſelfe like a pane tree the NOTE It was | 


6 


not vp, itismorethen manifeſt, that iuſtifying | | 


faich1sneuer cleane put out inthem that atErru- ' 


Iy iuſtified, : = 
*. XT.. The Apoſile Pererfaith , that thoſe | 
wvbich are truely regenerate, are kept by the 
povver of Godby faith unto ſaluation.1. Per I Y 


- They are kept by faith vnto ſaluation, then 
Faith ispreſerucd in them (hat isto fay, inſtify- 
ing faith)by which they arc kept voto ſaluati- 


on, and (o it followes, that they cannot vuctly | 
loole aiultifying fairh. 


The prophet Ionas was very farregoncin | 


finne, Ton-1. and 4. chap. in ſomuchthar he ſcee- | 


pretes downe. 
- S. Peter hkewile fell moſt ſhameſully. For | 
firſthe boldly denics his maſter,and afterwards 


traiteroully forſakes him. When he was(o | 
 arregone, thathe had one foote, or well ncere * | 
- both teere inthegrauc, ſome ſparks of the hol 

5 _Ghoſt did ftraungely beginne to _ fortl 

1 . andflamcinhim. SotharI may truly lay, Saint | 

= Perersfaith wasſoonc ſhaken, but: it Wasgot: o-, 


: 
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> / uctthrown, Andalthough he caſt offtheleaues 

" ; oftheſpirir comming vpon him, yer thegroote- , 

! thereof remained aliue, as wellſaith Theophi- 

| Iat vpon Luk. 22. neither did his faich finally 

' faile him. _ 

- | © S.Auguſtineſpeakestotheenemie of grace; 

i*  onthismanner: Dare# thoube bold to ſay, al- 

” though Chritt prayed to his father that Peters 

” | farth might net faile him, that it vvouldhane 

Y | failed, if Peter himſelfe uvould haue had it ſs, 

that is,ifhe had beene unwilling that it ſhould 

| continue Untothe ende why? Peter was uuil- 

| lingtonothing but that which Chrift pratea he |} 

| might be ouillng vnto. Therefore that could * 

24 notbe ſo. Indeede:this Tthinke, if Peter might } 

: haue hadhisownewvill that Peters faith would 

* | hane fayled, if once his wvillthe ſubictt of his 

b | faith did faile, and comrarivuiſe I am ſure | 
' thathis faith uvouldcominue outothe enderif | 

t biswilldid ſo continuc. But: Peter vv4s not the: G 

S | matter of hit owi& witt,but the Lorawho prepa- } 

* | reththewilland therefore as Chrit praied for | 

Peter, ſoit came to x you ws were not in 

1 


 waine for him: bis willwas [erled to contini in 
'' the ſamefaithin-which he hadbeeun: for when 
t  Chriftprazeathas hisYaithmight not faile; his Þ| 
 menming vves; that ve might haue avefohne } 
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4 
minde and ſetled uvill to continue inthe pro- 


feſsion of his faith.de corrept.8 gr cap. © 


The prophet Dauid committed adulteric, 
and murder, betraiedthearmic of God, and for 


a whole yeares ſpace was not once touchediin' 


conſcicnce for his inns; fo that his faith ſeemed 


to be pluckr vp by the rootes:'bur ſurely the 


grace of God-was aliue-in Dauid, and fome 


fparks of faith remaining,in him: otherwiſe he' 
had not repentedawhen he. heard the voice of 
Nathan the prophet,z.Sam.12. buthad periſhed 


i0fusfinnes; 5 
b \ $O > iT þ Qaucf7on, x | 


"Whether was Dauid when he-had fallen 


intodiucrsgrieuous (innes;:viterlyftrippedot 
all che gifts of the ſpirir of fanQification?. <. 
43 Phorh Anſover. - No. © 
| \ « Reaſons. . I 
*z1< If Dauid;&c.: were veaerly firipped of all 


rhegifts of a GnQuizing ſpirit, theteſtimonic of. 


th h oly Ghoſtconcerning.Dauid weremoſt 
falſe.Burno'magmaypreſume once toimagine. 
or name any ſuch matter. For the ſcripture is 
moſt clearein this point.Dawiad/athat vwhich 
uv4s right inthe ſizht ofthe Lord, and turned 


from nothing that he. commanated him all the 
| es of js tife , [ape -one!y it EF OF =. 
Aviesofhix life , ſatr onely in. the ouuter of 1" 


AN 


ly loſtin Dauid. 


| 9 

riah the Hittite.1. King.15.5. If Davidpleaſed 

Godall thedaics ofthis life in cuery thing, belide 

the matter of Vriah, it follows of neceſsitic that 

the ſpiric of ſanQtification was neuer cleane put 

out in Dauid. . _ FT 9. 
2 If Dauids faich,8c. was quite extinguiſhe 


ed, it muſt needes follow, that there isno diffe- 


oencrall 


rence berweene a particular fall, andag 


Apoſtaſic; which is moſtabſurd. 


3 It Dauidsfaith,8c.wascleaneput out, and 


after the voice of Nathan the prophet he recei- 
ued Anevv tre beginnings of the ſpirit of fan- 
Qtification, it followes that Dauid was twiſe re- 
generate: and that cucry true belecuer is not 


once but often borne anew, and ſo by conſes., 
quent, that baptiſme which isthe font of rege- - 


neration,may be tviſe receiued; which ismeere 


Anadaprilticall. 
4 SAuguſtine, whoſe indgement I willingly 


embrace,writing vpon pſal.51.fatrh, that Dauid | 
the prophet by ſane did vureit and turne aſide ' 


the right $irit within him. The reuerend fa- 
therdoth nor ſay that the right ſpirit was yttet- 


Ob:iettion. 


Some men beleeue for a time.Luk.$.13,Ther- 


fore iuſtifying faith may yricrly beloſt, asthe 


” Ph 
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Rhemiſtsdoereaſon. 
| " Anſover. © 
Theargument doth not follow. 

| Rego: fot 

Chriſt ſpeakesof aſtonic ground, in which 
the (cede of the word rakesno roote,ver.13.He 
ſpeakes not of a good ground, which keepes 
theſcedeof the word; of which good ground 
Chriſt ſpeakes moſt plainly, verſ.15. That which 
fellinto gooderound, are they which with an ho- 
neft andgoodheart heare the word andkeepe it, 
andbring forth fruit wuith patience. 

FERPA © Obieftion. © — 
It is impoſsible , that they wuhich are once 
Hfahened and haue tated of the heauenty gift, 
and wuere mat partakersof the boly Ghoſt if 
they fall avvuay, ſnould be renewedagaine by re- 
pentance. Hebr. 6.4.,5,6. Therctorc iuſtitying 

faith may be vrterly loſt. 

| | Anſover. 

| Theargument doth not follow. 

SE Reaſon. 

© The Apoſtle Paul ſpeakes of them, who 
* hanconelytaſtedthegood wordof God, and 

|- | | notofthem whoarciuſtified , who haue both 

| 4 receiuedthe wordattheir mouth, and digeſted 

4.) rhefameintheir hearts. Belides, he ſpeakes of a 
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braced. He ſpeakesnot of aparticular fall, from 
which Noc,Lot,Aaron,Danicl, David, Peter, 
Barnabas, and other of the children of God, 
who wcreenducd with ſingular gifts of ſanQi- 


| fication,werenot free. Toconclude,hef] peakes 
| of thoſe who cannot be renewed by repentice, 


| therefore norof thoſe who aretruly ſanfificd, - 


| who moſt —_—_ riſe againe. 


My ſheepe heare my VoJee , and 1 know thene, 
and they follow me. And oine untothers eacr- 
 lafting life, and theyſnall nener periſy, neither 
ſhallany plucke them out of my hand,ſauh Chriſt. 


Ioh1o.27 28. 
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| generall fall, thatis, of agencrall falling away I 
| fromthe rolpell of Chriſt, which they firſt em- 
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; 1, 
- The true beleener, by faith, is aſſareaof the- 


»forginenes of his [mnes. 


He Papiſts teach,that thetruebe- 
&| lecuer may and oughttobelecue 
71 theforgiuenes of finnes, butnot 
E291 of his owne ſinnes. Sodoth Bel- 
[EXSHSZZY larmine, Stapleron, Durzus, the 
Councill of Trent, and indeedeall the Papiſts. 
Andrthey vic reafonsto make good their mat- 
rer,but fuch indeede as yery fond and friuolous. 
Mowe the Proteſtants on the atherſide, they 
reach plainly, that the erue beleener, by faithſto 
wit, iuſtifying faith)is aſſured ofthe forginenes 
of his fiancs. VWhich I take to be moſt a- 
greeable with the trueth of God, as I doubr 
not. but I ſhall proouc with very forcible rea 
ſonstaken om ofthe word of God. 

The firſt reaſon, isthe voice of Teſus Chriſt 
himſelſe io Paul, recorded of Paul before King 
Aorivpa, inthele words: Thame avpeared vnto 
thee for this purpoſe, to appoint thee amnifter 
and a witnes, both of the things which thou ha5f 
ſerme, andof the things inthe which I will ap- 

peare unto thee fo open their eyes, that they may 
| turne fromaarinestolrght, and from the power 
| || of Satan vato God, that they may receine for- | 
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43 . 
ginenes of ſmnnes, 4nd inheritance among them | 
woubich are ſanttifiedby faith inme. AQ.26.16, | 
17 18.Theargument ſtandeth thus: the true bt= 
lecuers recciue forginenefle of their finnes by | 
faith in Chriſt, thereforeby faiththeyareafſu- | 
rcd thattheir ſinnesare forgiuen them. The an- | 
tecedent1s cleareby the wordsof our Sautour | 


Chriſt before cited:the argument thereforefol- || _ 


lowes of necefiitie, vnlelſe we willfaythathe |} 
which recciucth of Chriſt remiſsion of his } 
finnes', is not aſſured of the rennſsionof his 
ſinnes: which ſtandsto no reaſon. Hetinagrees || 
withour Sauiour Chriſt the bridegroome of | 
the Church,the Apoſtles S. Peter ard S.Paul, 
thefriendsofthe bridegroome.S.Peterinaſer- !j 
mon at Czſarea, ſpeakes on this manet+To him || 
(thatis to fay Iefus Chrift) g/ue allthe prophets” || 
ovitnes that thorough his name all that beleene || 


- #n him ſhall receine remiſsion of ſmnes. At. | 


10.43. The Apoſtle faith euery one that be= i} 
lecues (peaking inthe ſngularnitber) receiues Þ 
remiſsion of his finnes: therefore it followsthar : 
he is afſuredof theforginenes of his finnes. S. 
Paul at Antioch vttered theſe wordes: Be ze || 
knowne wvnto you therefore men and brethren, | 
that thorough this man (to wit, Icfus Chrift)zs | 


preached unto you forginenes of ſanes. Andfrom | | 
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bon wit, ſinnes) Fomwhich ye could wet 


be inſtified[that is,delincred and acquited)by the 
' Iawof Moſes (thatis, bythe ceremonies of the 
law) by hims (thatis, by this Icſus Chriſt) every 


| | | enethat beleeneth (Paul ſpeakes in the ſingular 


. | number)/szw#7fied, Aft.13.38,39. Paul faith that 


1 | | eucry one that belecucth hath his finnes for- 


' Siuen, thereforcit muſt needes follow that the 
true belecuer is aſſured of the remiſcion of his 
' ſinnes. __. 

The ſecond reafon is S. Paulstothe Rom: 
| Thenbeeing iuſtifiedby faith, we haue peace to- 


' waraes.God, Rom. 5.1. By peace the papiſts of 


| Rhemesdo vnderſtand, a ſound & ſerled quict- 
| nesof themind: but thicismoſi certe,that there 
' tsno foundquictnesof mind without remiſsi= 
 onoffinns.Beſides,how can he bequiet in mind 
whoalwates ſtands in doubt? S.Iames faith,that 


 bephat donbteth is like awane of the ſea toff of 


| the nina Tarn.1.6. My argument ſtandeth thus: 
hethatisiuftified by faith, hath peace towarde 
God,that is,his minde isſetled andat reſt: there- 
| forcheicaſſured oftheſame.TheRhemifts ſay, 
 thatthey whichare juſtified by faith haue peace 
' toward God, bur they haucitby hope, notby 
 faith.Bar,by the Rhemiſtsleaue ,they ſpeake for 


| mountain: Jorit we haue peaceto- 


| ward 


— 


— 


ward God byhope, we areaſſured of it; For | 
hope, asthe papilts ſay themſclues,is certen, Bes 
fides, if the faithfullmanby hopeis furethat his 
ſinnes be forgiuen him, asthepapiſtsdoe cons 
elſe, itmuſt necdes follow that ke is aſlured by 
faith; forhope is therefore certen, becauſe its 
thedaughter of faith, thatis, it ſprings faiths 
which faith relies vpon the pronuſes of God... 
' Thethird ceafongisthe yvoyceol theprophes }*© 
Dauidcalling vpon the maicſtic ofGod,on this | 
mantier: I ſaid, 1 will confe(ſe againſt my ſelfe 
my wickednes untothe Lord: andthon forgaueit | 
the puniſhment of z3ſmme.pſal. 25.5. Ourotthis | 
place I reaſon thus: Dauid was aſfured of the: | 
forgiuecnes. of his {innes; therefore, cucry true, | 
belecucr is likewiſe aſſured. Theantecedentis | 
cleare by theſe words; Thou,O Lord,torgaueſt: } 
thepuniſhmentof my ſinne. The argumenris | 
prooucd by the, prophet, verſ. 6, Theres | 
fore(chat is, becauſe thou forgaueſt me ſo wile: {| 
lingly) ſpallenery one that is godly pray unto thee. 
(co-wit, for the pardon of hisſinnes, for ſo faith. } 
S. Auguſtine) when thoumaiſt be found, thatis, |; 
inthetimeot grace. Very well therefore faith 
S. Auguſtine vponthispſalme : Por this.cau{e. 
ſnalleuery goodman pray vutothee becauſe thow.. 
haſt forginen their ſuanes. For if thou ſhouldet | 
OW B 2 -_ - Boſs 


w_—_ INT GENT IF > 


bs 


I EC aalbo 


Ts. 16: / ; | 
| | nor forginetheir fines which humbly and flow 
| | thebottome of their heart craue pardon for the 
|| ſame, noman wouldpray unto thee. To thisa- 
} | { grees that which is ſpoken in the firſt verſe of 
| | * this plalme, where Dauid pronounceth that 
Þ | | manbleſſed; whoſe vvickeanes is-forginen, and 
# | | whoſeſame rs conered, If hebe bleſſed, he muſt 
"CY needes hane ſome ſenſe and knowledge of his 
4 | | © Bleſſednes.foritisan vnhappy happines,for one 


{ 
'Ti f to be happy withourtany knowledge $ ſenſe of 
1} + hisbappines.Ifhe know bis happines, it cannot 
17! 1 bethat he ſholddoubt of it. For to hauc knovww- 
! | | * Iedgeofhishappines,andro doubt ofirdoceim- 
1? | F plicamanifeſt contradition. Theſe thingsars 
| | fas deare astheſunne. The papiſts themſclues 
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| f mightſcethem, if they were not blinderthen: 


+ © þlindnes it ſelfe, ; 


| V © Thefourth reaſon, isthe voyce ofthe Apo- 
b McPaul prailing highly the great goodnes of 
'r þ God towards him. was 4 blafhhemer and x Per 
h ſecatour, but 1 was receinedtomercy.x. Tim.1,13. 
 Y Outofthisplace I reaſon thus: Paul was affured 
of the forginenes of his ſinnes, therefore ceuery 
onethat isrruly faithfull, is likewiſe affured that 


iy © his ſinnesbeforginen. The antecedent iscleare 
| ** inthe wordes before cited. The argument is 


| V*prooucdplainly of the Apoſtle in thefe words: 


For | 
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come beleene in him unto eternalllifeyerſ6.S,” 
Panlapplicstherich mercie of God vatoeucry. 
_ onetharistruly faithful:how rhen daresany pa- 


If ſo deſperate apatient be healed by ſo mightie | 


which receiuesandlaics hold of Chriſt andhis | 


1 kale and token ofthe forginencs of finnes} 


» = 
For this cauſe was Treceined to mercie, that Ie. | 
ſas Chiiſt ſhouldfirſt ſew on me al long ſafſfring, 
vntothe ex ſample of them which ſoallintimeto 


iſto reſtraincit? Irisall one asif the Apoſtle 
ſhould haue ſaid (as Anſelmus ſometime Biſhop Ji 
of Cantcrburie doeth expound it) thatrnoman þ iſ 
now can deſpaire of che forgiuenes of his ſinnes } 
how great ſocuer they be,ſceing S:Paul hath re- 3 
cciued remiſsion of ſo great & gricuousſianes, | 
but that cuery'finncr ought rather for toſfay | 
vnto himſelte; 1f'Sanl be holy, why doe 1deſparre? ? 


a phyſtion, ſhal! not I applie thoſe hanats (thatis | 
to fay,of Chriſt )unto my wounds? So farregoes | 
Anſclmus.But how,]I pray you,zre Chriſts hads | 
applicd tothe wounds of the ſoule? The anſwer | 
is caſte, they arc applied by the hid of che ſoule, } 
now the hand of the fouleisfaith : foritisthat: 1 


merits. | —_— 

Thefift reaſon, istaken ſrom the Sacrament | 
ofthe Lords ſupper : Chriſt in his ſupper doeth 
offer ynto cucty onethat istruly faithful, a ſure 
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"therefote;he" which d:nies that het: trucbelecs 


uer nay and ought to belecue afluredly thar 


"his ſinnes are forgiuen through the merits of 
' Chriſt, doth aboliſh ſo much as in him lies, the 
*true vie of the Lordes Supper, and doeth 
charge Chriſt himſclfe with fallhood & deceir. 
"Which vigodly dealing,isa ſine thatdeſeryes 
*nolight &caſic, buta ſeuere & ſharp puniſhmer. 


The lixt and laft reaſon, is an article of the 


" Apoltles Creede: 7 beleeue the forginents of © 
 ſenes;t hat 15,that: almightic God doth not one- 


ly forgiueſinncs in ocneral, as the papiſtsreach, 
. bat char for Cluiſt lc ſus Flee doth forgiue e- 
'* Geryttuebeleeucr ſeucrally.For vnles this were 
therruemeaning ofthisarticle,7 belcene the for- 
. Finenes of ſaanes, how could it be truethatfa- 
{ _uing health is recciued by faith, and that Chri#f 
doth dwell in our hearts by faith, asPavulteach- 
eth,Eph.3.and S.Auguſt.epiſt.6. ad Tralicam vi- 
 duam.andthatthe ini? doth line by his faith.For 
valeſſe we are aſſured of the remilsion of our 
finnes,we haue no ſpirituall lite. 

An obic&ion of Bellarmine,controverl. 3.de 
 fummo Ponrtif. lib.z cap. 23. No mar knovveth 
e:ther loue or hatred of all that is before them. 
" Eccles. 9.1.Therefore the true belecueryby faith, 


| "Is nat x allured of the for rgiuenes: of his linnes. 
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| lomon himſelfe doth expound it, thatwecan 


_beloucd or hated of God; becauſe thatall things 


 vople,rappuoia,and wwroidnors, which doe (igni- | 


 licele knowledge in Diuinitie, doth eafily ſee } 


then glaſſe, rhat is, it makes afaireglittering 


19 | "* 
 Anſ. Thisargument of Bellarmine-is yſed 
of all the papiſts, but itisas ſtrong asarope of 
ſande. The meaning of theantecedentis, as Sa- |. 


not iudge by outward thingsin thislife, who is 


fall out indifferently to the iuſt and vniuſt 1n 
outward things. How then doth this follow, 


' No man knoweth (chatisto ſay, in regardof | i 


outward things in thislife) whether he be wor- | 
thie of loue or hatred: therefore the true belec- ? 
ver, by faith (ro which faith is attributed, aage- | 
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fieaſure and ſteadfaſt atfiance) isnotaflured of | 
the forgiuenes of his ſinnes. He thathathbur | 


that this argument of Bellarmine is no berrer | 


ſkew,but it may quickly be broken. 
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Chrift aicd effetFually for the Eleft onely, there- 
fore pot or every \ ſeurrallman: *thatis "Chriſt 
death takes not effect inenery ſeue- 
rall 448, but in theslef alone. 
Reaſons. 


S Tr: He firſt reaſon, istheyoice"of theboly 


Angel vato Toſeph before Chciſtsbirth 


( He ſhah [ane his people from their ſines:Math.1. 


{| 21. The Angcldochnorfay, he ſhall auecuery 


Il ſeucrallmanþur, his people:tharisto ſay,vhom 
It he knew before, Rom. 11. 2. that is, predeſti- 


{l natedeo life cucrlaſting, Avg.de bonoperſ.c.18. 
| - Theſccond reaſon, isthevoice of Chrift the— 
q bridegromeof che Church: Ilay downe my life 


' for may ſbeepe. Toh.1o.15.chatis,for theEk&one- 


thy: therefore not forcuery ſeucrallman; And 
that-we are not-to vnderftand cuery feacrall 


{man by ſheepe,Chriſt himiclte prooucs in theſe 
{words Je belecue not, for ye are not of my ſheepe. 


pions 
T The chird reaſon;is Chriſts orvne wordes: I 
ir; ay for them, pray not for the wvorlae, but for 


It hemn SORES thou haſt ginen me, for they are 


#h:nc.Tob.17.9. Theargumemn may beframed 
{thus : Chriſt praieth nor for cuery ſeuerall man; 


veretore hedied not cftcQually for cucry ſeuc- 
al.maiy The antecedent is cleare by the verſe 
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before cited:and likewiſe Hebr.7.25.The argu- | 
ment therefore followes: for the parts of the 
pricſthoode of Chriſt, thatis, the ſacrifice of 
Chriſt, and his continuall interceſsion , carnot 
be ſeparated,as touching vs. This appeares molt 
clearely in'S.Paul. 7 ho ſhalllay any thing tothe 
charge of Golls choſen? it is Chriſt which is dead, 
yeaor rather which is riſen againe, whois alſo 
at the right handof God, andmaieth interce ſ51- 
08 for v3.Rom. 8.33.34. wehauethehke place, 
1.loh.2.1,2. WellthercforeſaithS. Auguſtine, | 
He maketh interceſ5ion for theein heauen, who © || 
«. diedfor thee oncarth, 4 
The fourth reaſon, isthe yoice of Chriſt. 

This(that isto fay,this cuppe)zs my bloode of the | 
new teſtament, which is ſhed for many for there. | 
21(5:0n of ſinnes. Math. 26.28, Chriſt ſaith, it Þ} 
is ſhed for many,not for cuery one. 
 Thefifrreaſon,is the yoice of the ſpouſe of 
Chriſt,rhat isto ſay ofthe Church, praiſing her 
husband and king with a new ſong: Thou art. 
; worthie totake the booke, and to openthe ſeales 
thereof, becauſe thou waſt killed, and haſt redee- 
med vs to God by thy blood out of enery kinred, 
and tangue,and people,ana nation. Apoc.5.9.he 
doth nor ſayxuery onein cuery tribe,g&c. Ttthe 
zcdemprion, purchaſed bythe blood of Chriſt, 
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teat to reſtchemleluesin themoſt facred yoice 


22 
had belonged to euery ſeueral man,the Church 


would haue ſung onthismanner:Thouhaſt re- 
deemedenery one to Godby thy blood, 


 Thefixr reaſon, isthe ApoſtlePauls, who | 


was a moſt faithfull ſeruant of Chriſt, & amoſt 
clearelighr'of the Church. By the obedience of 


_ one(that is of Chriſt ) hall manyſnot every one) 


be made righteous. Rom.$.19.namelythey who 


arcingrafted into Ch:ilt as into aſtocke. And 


in another place : Chr#t was once offeredto take 
away the ſranes of many, (thatis, ofthe EleR) 
Heb. 9.28. The Apoſtle faick ofmany, not of c- 


_ ucryone, 


The ſeuenth reaſon, 1s the fame ApoſlleS. 
Pauls: 1z whome(thatis,in Chriſt)vve hane re- 
demiption by his blood, that is, the forginenes of 


fines. Coloſl 1.14. Theargument ſtands thus : 
Remiſion of f{innes belongeth not to cucry 
one,but yntothe Elect onely. Therefore redep- 
tion by Chriſt doth not belong to cuery one, 
buttotheEle&onely. The antecedentis mani- 
feſt, Coloſſi1.14. inwhich verſe the Apoſtle |. 

- ſpeakes@f theEleR onely. The argument ther. 
fore followes. For to haue redemption, as Saint 
Paul expoundsir,jsro haue remiſsion of finnes. 


Theeightreaſon. They whicharenotcon- 
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ofthe holy Angel, of Chriſtthe bridegroome, 
the Church the ſpouſe, and the Apoſtle S.Paul, 
I would have themlearne of Caiphas the high 
prieſt, who by the inſpiration of God, ſpake as 
ifithad beene another Balaam. Of which Cai- 
phas Tohn the cuangcliſt wriceth. Joh.11.4. 9,50, 
51,52. The meaning of that place is,that the chil- 
dren of God diſperſed, (that is,the Ele& where- 
ſocucr and howſocuer as it were drownedin 


Tudaiſmme, & PaganiimeJby the deathof Chriſt, 


arctobegatheredinro oneſhcepfold;tothisend, 
that they becing effeCually called by rhe word 
outwardly , & by the ſpirit inwardly, might be 
madeſons of one father, & movers of one body, 

| Many moe realons might begathcred our 


of therich treaſures of other men, butthereſti- * 


monte of the H. Ghoft may be yata vsin ſtead 
ofathouſand, and theſe witneſſes are ſufficient, 
or none will be ſufficient. 

 Objett. In Chrift ſrall all be made aline. 1. 
Cor.15.22. Therfore Chriſt died effefAually for 
cucry one, & colequetly,not for the Ele&t alone. 
_ Anfvv. Theargumentdoth not follow. If 
by theſe words[all haibe made aline] they vn- 
derſtand, a general} refurreftion; I graunt, that 
all both the EleQ and reprobate ſhall riſe againe. 


_Dan,r.12.2.Joh:5.28,29.Apoc.20.13;Tftheyex- | 
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| wept, becauſe bathofthemſhatbe without ende. 


3 SÞ. . | 
Pound thoſe words [allſhalbe maat alrne; thus; 
that is, cucry one ſhallattainevnco cuerlaſting 
life, they miſconſture Pauls words, andarere- 
prooned by the voice of Chriſt, who at his c6- 
ming to judgement will ſay, Depart from me ye 
cur ſedintoeucrlaſting fire. Mat.25 4.1. The fay- 
ing of S. Auguſtine 1s moſt excellent, and wor- 
thieto be written in letters of gold; As that man 


(that is the firſt Adam)by his tranſereſsion de- 


fredallhis poſeeritie: ſo that God anaman(that 
zs, Ie ſus Chriſt the ſecond Adam) by his righte- 
onſnes bath ſaucdthz that be his. He, by paſsing 
oner the corruption of the fleſh, which the wicked 
aenill was not able to doe: He by gruing the grace 
of the $irit , vuhich righteous Abelcouldnot 


. &e.cpiſt. $9. ad Hilar. And in another place he 


ſaith : 4fter there ſarredtion when the generall 
aay of aſ5iſe andiudgement is ended fhere ſnalbe 
bounds laid out for two cities, whereof one ſnalbe 


our Sanionr Chriſts the other the deuils: the one = 


of good the other of baddte; yet bath ſnatbe of An- 
gels andmen.The gooaſhal haue no aefrre but the 
had ſhall not hage any abilitie toſqune, nor be in 
poſsibility to die. The goodtogither with euerle- 
fting life ſnall enioy true bleſſeanes : and the bad 
with eucrlaiting death, ſhall endure endles tor- 
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But in the place of bleſſednes, amwne the good, 
one ſhalbe in aegyee about an other : and among 
the bad in the place of torment one ſhall endure 
leſſe paine and torment then an other. Tn Ench. 
ad Laur. cap. 3. 

ObzefF. The benefite of Chriſt, isnotlefle 
then the offence of Adam; therefore Chriſt di= 
edefteQually for cucry one, and conſequently; 

_ hotfor theEle&onely. | 
Anſuv. The antecedent isnotſimply true. F | 
orauntthatthe benefit of Chriſt isnotlefle , as 
touching the weight, but as touching the num- 
ber.Itisnotkcfſeinreſpett ofthe weighr for itis 
2 weighticr matter , to wypeaway many, nay: / 
infinite ſinnes by iuſtification, thento conuey | 
one linne toall hispoſteritie by propagation, as 
very excellently faith S. Paul, Rom. 5.16. The + * 
meaniog of the Apoſtle is, thattherein conſiſts. 
theexcellencie of Chriſt, wherein he ſurpaſſed 
Adam, inthat he hath not onely aboliſhed one 
ſinne broughtinby Adam, but alſobecauſc he: 
hath taken away iofinite {innes belide. Very wel 
{ thereforcſaithS. Auguſtine : But yet the gift is | 
not ſo,as is the off ence. For if through the offence: | 
of one many be dead, much more the grace of one: | 
"721411 Te ſus Chriſt ſhal abound to many; ſo that we: | 
read not to many more, ſeeing the vvickedare 
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manymere, which ſhalbe conarmmed, but , (vail 
much marc abound: becauſe enenthey, who are 
|| «redeemedby Chriſt, are ſubictt to a temporall 
| atathbymeanesof Adam but they ſhalreceine &« 
[l ' werlaſtinglifeby Chriſt. Albeit therefore, ſaith 
|f  he,the workeof the ſecond Adambe contrarie to 
i the firit, yet Chrift aoth profit them more by re- 
| generation, then Adam aidhurt them by gene. 
ration. And mt asby one man ſmning, ſoisthe 
gift alſo. For indeement came byone ſmme vnto 
it condenmation., but grace by many ſinnes vnto 
il rnuitifcation. Not oncly in this, laith he, the 
if - workers not equall, becauſe he hart them tempo- 
rally,whome.Chriſt hath reatemedeternally: but 
alſo becauſe by his one ſme, all his poſteritie are 
ſubiett to condemnation gules they be redeemed 
by Chriſt. But the i of Chriſt hath ta- 
ken away many ſmmes, which abunaance of ſelfe- 
hurting iniquity hath addedunto that one (anne, 
as we ſnewead alittle before. Now againit the [e 
words of the Apoſtle, the right underſtanding 
thereof thou muſt relie thy ſelfe upon no man, ef 
thou wilt line to Chriſt andin Chriſt.cpiſt 89.4 
Hilar.The benefit of Chriſt isleſle, in reſpet of 
thenumber: for the gitrof Chriſt doth not cx- 
tenditſelffo farre,as did the finne of Adam, For. | 
if irdid,- then allmenyere yellcl;sof mercie, 
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which is moſt falſe. S. Auguſtine writeth on 
this manner: ad Vit.Carthag.Thzs Prince doth 
ſerine for nothing more, then that we ſhould not 
beleeue in God and hane acce(ſe by feith unto our 
Mediatonr by whom his works are d;{ſolued Bat 
the Mediatour himſelfe goeth into the hauſe of 
the ſtrong man that is jntothis worldef ſmnſul 
men,whome the deuill( ſo farreforth as he is per- 
mitted) hath gotten and holds in his cominion: 
becauſe it is writ? of him hat he hath the pory- 
er of acath:. he goes, I ſay, into the houſe of the 
 ftrong man hat is,jnto his houſe who hath man- 
kindin his dominion,andfirſt he binds himthat 
zs, be holds in and keepes under his pouver and 
rage by a more mightie power and ſoke takes a- 
way thoſe veſſels of mercy, which he rn his decree 
adpurpoſe totake away and [ets free their yuil 
from his pewver, that they may freely beleene ins 
their Sauiour and redeemer . Therefore this 
zs the worke of grace , wuhich the ſecond Adam 
gane to vs not of nature which the firſt Adam 
loſt wholly in hinsſelfe.lt is the wworke of grace. 
which takes awvay ſinne, and reſtores to life the 
: ſenner which is dead, not the worke of the law, 
uvhich laieth ſmne before our face, but auth nat 
auicken andraiſe vs up tromſieme.Epilt.107. | 

Obiet?. God willhane allmen to be ſaued, 1. 
Tim. / 


COR CCC —_——_— 


_Tini.2.4. Therefore Chriſt died cftcually for 
enery ſeuerall man,and confequently,not for the - 
*EleR alone. | PX 

F ÞAnfov. ThewordsofS. Paul, r. Tim.z.are 

 nottobeynderſtood of cacry man;bur of thoſe 

| onely whoarecalled the veſlells of mercie. The 
meaning of the Apoſtle is,that god would have 
of all kindes of men ſome to be ſaued. For the 

Tewes,which were a proud nation, went about 

to applic che grace of God ynto thernſclues a- 

lone,and ſhut out the Gentiles. S. Auguſtine ex- 

 poundstheſe wordsof S. Paul [God will hane all 

*  m#ntobe ſaued]yery excellently and learnedly. |: 

*- rwwhewehearecy readfiith he)in the holy [crip- 
tures,that he will hane all meto be ſauea: Albeit 
we are well aſſuredthat he will not hane all meto 

be ſane. yet we muſt not therefore derogate any 
thing from the omn:potent willef God, but fo we 

. oſt underftandit, where as it is written, who 
willhaue allmen tobe ſaned-as if it woere ſaiat, 
that no man is ſaued, but he whom Godhimſelfe 
willhaue to be ſaucd:not breauſe there is noman 
whome he will not haue tobe [aued. but becauſe 

mon? ts ſaucd, but he whome Goawillhane ſaned, 
|. andthereforehe is tobe intreateathat he wil be 

willing becauſe it muſt needs be if hr be willing. 

Andalictle after: Or ſurety it is ſo ſaid; rho wil 
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feſsions , of divers wills andiudgements, andof” | 


By wates, among which I hane reckoned up ſome © 


there are allkinaes of men amons them, ec. de | 
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haue allmen to be ſaued,not becauſe there was no 
man whome he would not haue tobe ſauea, vuha 
wouldnot worke miracles before them, vyho he 
faith would haue repented, if he hadwvrought 
them: but tnat by all men we ſhowulaunaeritand 
all kinas of men, as Princes, ſubiedts, noble, 
unnoble, high, low, learned, unlearned, cc. of 
all languages of allmanners,of al'arts, of all pro- 


what other kind ſoener,g3c. InEnchir,ad Laur. 
cap.103.And inanother place: Audthat vuhich | 
is written,That he will haue allmen to be ſaued, 
andyea all are not {aned, may be unarritoodma- 


7n other little treati [es of mine, but I wallname. | 
ene here. Auathat is thiswhen hb: ſaith, He will 
haue alimen tobe ſauea, his meaning is,that all 
they who are preatſtinate ſhalbe ſaurd, becauſe 


Corrept. 8 Grat. cap. 14. And thisislikewiſe 
the opinion of BedgjL.yra,Lombardand Anſcl- 
mus. And S. Auguſtiqeinanother place ; Evers | 
vs, whore he hath alſo called, (Gaith hegthatis, S. 
Paul) not oxecly of the tewes, but alſo of the Gene 
tiles, Rom. 9.24. thatis, the veſlels of mercie, 
which he hath preparcd for gloric. For he ſaith | 
wot allthe Irwes but of the Iewes:nor allthe Gen- 
tiles, but of the Gentiles. Ad Simplic, Epiſcop. 


— 
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| But Godwill have all, that is, euery ſeueralk | 
\} | mantobeſaucd; ifthey themſcluesbe willings 
|} and God is readte to ſhew mercie, ifmanbe * | 


| willing. 

i _Anſov. This isa deviſe of the Pelagians: 
1 wemuſtratherſay with Paul, /t 75 not in hins 
'f that willeth nor in him that runneth but in God 
it that ſhewethmercie. Rom. 9.16. and with Au- 
if  guſtine, 1f Godſhew mercie,man is wilhng. ad 
' . Simplic.lib.1.quaſt. 2.7? 75 0t 17 our power $0 7e- 
|  cernuegrace when it is offered untowus: but that | 
it #swholytobe aſcribedto the gratious gooanes of 
it ' God towards ws. 2.Cor.3;5. Phil.z.13. Math. 1x. 
# 27.Toh.6.44. Auguſt. debono perlever. cap. 
* 181920,22,23.&epiſt ad Hilar.& epiſt.107.ad 
F VitalemCarthaginenſem. Bong 


withone offering hath he con fecrated for K- 
wer them that be ſanitified, Hebr.10.14- 
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TO THE READER. 
T Haue bin dealt with oftentimes andearneſt- 
ly,by certaine honeſt and godly ten; that! 
would gather togither ſome argurientsand 
reaſons out of the holy Scriptures, wherby ma- 
ny mens minds, ouercharged and opyrefledal- 
moſt with the burdetiand ſenſe of their-finnes; 
by Gods grace might becafed and made whole 
agame.T havegrauntedto theirrequeſt;andiri 
regard of the ſtorme wherewiththeyare en: 
dangered, Ioffcr moſt wikingly ro theirtroab: 
led conſciences this boordof comfort , and inz 
treat moſt humbly of almightic God,;rthat they 
may ſafely ſwimme out of the dangerous _ 
of deſperation. © - 
Oueſt. What iedefoetmion: gc 
Anſw, Deſperationis,that whereby e oreds 
ſtruſteth vtterly of the goodnes of God, eſtee- 
ming his owne wickedqesto exceede thegrati- 
ous goodnes of God:s Cain who ſaid 101) ſon 
is greater then can be pardoned. - '<- 
Propoſition, They which haue moſt gi! 
uouſly tended che Meaieſts of God //ought 
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the father: Say vhtorhens, As Tint , faith 266 , 


Lord God 1 deſire net the Aeithof the watheAl Ll 
end Hind Eaklls i544 
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Theargutnent nay be framed thus: God ſwea- 


reth thathe will forgiueaſinner thar repenteth, 
thereforghe will forgiue him. The amecedentis 


le  Ceare:theargument follows: For God wil per- 


forme his promiſe. God7s not as man, that he 


| | jt  ſnonldGerhath he ſaid,andſhat he not doe it? asit 
|: isintheparable of Balaamto Balak rhe king of 


the Moabites. Num.23.19. VV ell faith S; Augu- 


i fline: Lerhimconſider (that is fallen) the great- 


nes of the wound, but let himnot decaive of the 
muicſticof the Phyſition. Sinne with deſpaire gs 


 certendeath.Let no man therfore ſay: becauſe 1 
| bausſmned.l am condemneadalreadie; Godwvill 


nat param ſuch ſinnes: why doe I not heape ſine 
ops ſme? Aug.in pſal.51.Nothing doth ſo much 


EZ diſpleaſe God, astoreſt on, bad things for de- 


ſpaixc of better: Hier.ep. L2ep. 10. They which 
Ganerhroughdeſpaireareperſwaded that God 


 isnotgratious,& ſothey keayenohaut of Gods 


mcreies vnto which rhey'may flicout of the 


' troubleſome ſea of. i nquiries : bur cuen 1n de- 


ſpajreahey heape ſinnevpoſinne. Therfore,yn- 
leschou wilt ſhut vprhedoreof Gods mercy,8 
bring vponthy ſelfs;themoſt grieuousand inſt 
iudpaments of God, reſt thy ſelf ypon the ſrycer 
comorrable\ yoiceot.Gad: it his voyce will 
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Theſecond reaſon 


Angel, Math.1.2:. Tothis may be added, that 
Chriſt who was borne to ſaue {linners,was born 
of linners, that is te-ſay, Thamar, Bathſheba, Ra- 
hab, asicappeares inthe genealogie of Chriſt: 
therefore let no man deſpaire by reaſon of his 
ſinnes,although they be inntiber morechenthe 
ſtarres of heauen, & in weight they (urpaſſethe 
ſand of the ſea. A man ſhall not fo ſoone repent, 
but God will be readicto recciue him. 
Thethird reaſon is the voiceof Icſus Chrilt : 


Come vnto me all yee that are wearie ana ladey 
(that is to ſay, with the greatburdenof-your 


linnes)e& Iwil eaſe you. Math. 11.28. Ifthoudoſt 
acknowledge that thouarta ſinner, Chriſtcalls 
ſinners vnto him,comewvnto metherfore go vn- 
tro Chriſt thy phyſition. If thou crie our 8 ſay, 
thatthou artladen with innumerable ſinnes,the 


; molt fyeete & comfortable voice of thy Saui- 


ouris vtitcred ynto thee, /willea ſe yourtheretore 
doubt not of the remiſsion of thy ſinnes.: Teſts 
Chriſt carnotdeceiuethee:for he isrruth ir ſelf. 


isdrawn fromthe chicfelt 
end of the incarnation of Chriſt. This 75 atrue 
ſayinz, andby all meanes worthie tobe recerued, 
that Ie ſus Chriſt came into the worlato ſaus ſit- 
ners. Sofaith Paul, Tim.1.15. He, (that is,[eſus) 
ſhall ſane his people from their ſinnes. So aiththe 


} 
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[| forhecalsthe diſciples whichforſook himtrai- 
f | | terouſly,hisbretkren.Mat.28. And the Euange- 
(M1 lift Caich ofbim, 4 bruiſeareeaſhal he not break, 
i 429 [moking flax ſhal he not quench. Mat. 12.20, 
[#/ This ſaying of Chriſt : Come vato me allcFc. is 
It: fivecter then none, and the honie combe : we 
{8 ovgkttothink of it,as often as Satan goes about 
I tocaſtysintodeſperation. 

g/ The fourth reaſon, isthe Apoſtle S. Pauls: 
8 where ſme abounded there grace aboudedmuch 
I more.Rom.5.20. Thereforeſinne cannot hauz 
the victaric oucr grace inthem , who flie vnto 
grace. Yeathey oughtindeed to comfort their 
troubled coſciences: with the very remebrance 
_ ofthis exceeding grace.So did Dauid: The Lord 
' (faithhe) z5fullof compaſ5ion and mercie, ſlow to 
# anger, andof great kindnes. He will nct aluuay 
| chide,neither keepe his anger for ever. He hath 
mot dealt with vs after our ſmnes, nor rewarded 
If as according toour iniquities. For as bigh asthe 
t  heauenis about the earth, ſo great it his mercie 
| tomarathemthat feare him. As farre as the Eaſt 
* #s from the weſt, ſofarre hathhe remooued our 
|| fannesfrom vs. As a father bath compaſsion on 
| bischrldren, ſo hath the Lordcompaſsion on the - 
| that feare him. For he knoweth whereof vue be 
| pr8de heremembreth that we are but duſt; Pal. 
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to ſay,of finners) / amchiefe. N a withſtanding, 


or this cauſe was I receiued to mercie that Jeſus | 


Chriſt ſhould firſt ſeu on me alllong ſuffering. 


1.T1m.1.14,15,16.So did S. Auguſtine: Many er 
grieuous are my maladies: they are many.l ſay, 
anagrienons but thy ſalue is greater and larger 
then thzy.Aug.Confeſl.lb.10.c.43. Solikewiſe 


did Anſelmus : 24y vnriehtcouſnes ts great: but | 
the righteouſnes of my Redeemer is farre grea- 
ter. Looke how much God is higher then man, ſo © 
much is my wickednes leſſe then his goodnes. For | 
wherein could man {jnne,that the ſonne of God 


beeing made man couldnt ran ſome hini Anlel. 
1n mcditationibus. The grace and fauour of 


God doth exceed finne in greatnes,farre beyond * 
that we canimagine. Dcſpairenot therefore of | 


the mercic of God. 


The fitt reaſon is the ſame Apoſtles: 7ho ſhall | 
lay any thing(iuſtly tothe charge of Goas choſe? | 
it is Godthat inſtifieth, who ſhallcondemne ? it is | 
Chriſt which is dead Rom 8.33.34. asif S. Paul | 


ſhould fay : VV hen the rightcousare humbled, 
nonecan charge the with any thing which can 


hurtchem. No not the deuill himſelfe, northe | 
law.For God doth iuſtifie them,thatisroſay,he | 


pardons their ſinncs, and ſets themfreefrocon- 


was exceeding abounaant ec. Of whome(thatis 


: 
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cuſer doejitGod who istheir indgedoeacquite 
them, vales we willimaginethatthere isſome 
1man greater then God.Beſides,it any man ſhouid 

| accuſe rhem, they neede not feateany condem- 
nation: for Icſus Chriſt hath fulfilled the law, 
and vadergone the puniſhment due vmo them. 
Thefixt reaſonis taken out of S. Tohn che A- 
politic : The blopd of Teſas Chriſt doth clenſews 
s fo allour ſm .tToh.1,7.thatisro ſay,if were- 
| pent vs of our finnes.S.Iohn ſaith, from all ſinne; 
as if be ſhould fay, there isnofinne excepted. 
There wasa facrifice appointed in the law for 
perinrie,and yvoluntariefinnes. Levit.s, If vnder 
Moſes fo great grace were offered , then much 
more vnder Telus Chriſt, If we thinke other- 
wiſe, we gocabout to binde Gods hands when 
B he offererh his grace molt plentifully vnto vs. 
® The Apoltle writcth, zhat Chriſt in the ende of 
| the world hath appeared once toput away ſmne, 
(thatis,che whole lumpe and maſſe of finne,) by 
phe ſacrifee of 9imſelfe. Heb.9.26.S. Auguſtine 
' Þ wrineth very exccllently concerning Dauid:Da- 
| widcould not ſay,l didit ignorantly. For he could 
i wot be ignorant what aſiant it was toabuſe ano- 
« 79ers mans wife nor how great an offence he had 
| committed inkillne hir hushand which was not 
pl acquainted vvuith the matter nor angrie vvith 
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of the Lord, who haue offendedof ignorance,and 
they which haue offendedwillinely: but the one is 
orarnarte, tne other extraoraiparie. Andafer : 
Thou haſt alreadie waſtt away my ſqnnes of 1gno- 
rance, waſh me now alſo from my ſinnes of know- 
ledge. For euen herein I make no doubt of thy 
mercie, Auguſtin plal.51. Phy/itions are not wot 
to mintfler phyſicke unto ſuch as are ſound and 
whole but tothem that are ſcke. And no man pi- 

tes the bird hich ſits pon atree, or flies inthe 
ayre but hir which either fall out of a highneſt, 
or into the haulkes talents, Greg.Nazian.ad Vi- 
talianum. Noweif wecomparethe excceding 
goodnes of God, with the goodnes of phyliti- 
ons and other men,the one doth as farre exceed - 

» theother, astheſcadothadioppe of water. 

The ſeucnth reaſonisthe fame Apoſtles:/fpe 

acknovledae our ſmnes, he is faithfull and iuſt ts 
forgine ts our ſiunes, andtoclen ſe us from allun- 
righteonſnes..Toh.1.g.Therfore,ifwe wil haue | 
Godto be mercitull vnto vs, wemuſt dealetru- 
ly and plainly with his Maieſtic, & aboucall we | 
muſt take heed that we deuile not frivalous cx- | 
caſes asdid Adi. We muſt not ſpare our (clues, 
that God may ſpare vs,8 we muſt remeber ſeri- ! 
ouſly that we cantot dazell Gods eyes,andthat | 
our ſhiftsare nothing els but figge /eaues; very j 
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had faid, after that the Prophet had reprooued 


him 1 haue ſmned; the Prophet ſtraightuwuates 
rolahim, that is, the ſpirit of God which was in 
the proph:t thy ſmnne 7s forgiuen thes. And after: 
w ho art thou that goeſt about to defendthy ſelfe? 
thoz art fitter to accuſe thy ſelfe, Doe not ſay, ei- 
ther 1 haue done nothing, or what great matter 
haue 1 done , or Thane dane no morethenother 
haue done. If when thou ſinneſt, thou ſaieſt thou 
haſt not ſmned at all, thou ſhalt be nothing, thou 
ſralt receine nothing, Goats readie to ſhew mer- 
cie vpon thee,andthou ſuutteſt vp the abre of his 
mercie azainit thy ſelfe : if h2 be readyto ſhevvy 
merciereielt it not but receine it with allhumi- 
litie. Andafter : Thou doeſt bekoldthe ſcorners 
that thou maiſt correft them, thou giueſt eareto 


the ignorant that thou maiſt inſtraft them: and / 


thine eye is vponthe penitent. that thou maiit 
forgine them. And after: hoſe face he feares,his 
face he calls for. Caſt me not out of the ſjoht of 
thy countenance, and take not thy hely Firit fro 
216. For thy holy ſpirit abides m him that is peni- 
ecat.Augulſt.in plal.g1. The very confe [5507 one- 
ty of [ne hath holpen many, and with moſt bit 


er teares waſyt away griewous ſmnes, & clenſed 


| rhe ſoule flained and acfileduvith corruptien. 
| | Greg Nazianz ad Vitalianum. _ 
KEE _ eiohr reaſon 1cthery inher Tnnsdooney, 
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ing out of the deepe, that is, as Auguſtine ex- 
pounds it, vnder the burden & multitude of his 
fines. If thou.O Lord, ſtraitly marke#t iniqui- 
ties, O Lord, who ſpallſt and? but mercy is vuith 
thee that thou maiſt be feared plal.130.Asit Da- 
uid ſhould ſay : Lord, if thou marke iniquitics 
to puniſh chem,we muſt al periſh.But with thee: 
there is mercie,thatthou maiſt haue mercie on 
them which humbly repent, and are ſoric for. 
their finns. And for this cauſe,men doe worſhip 
thee. Theargument may be framed thus:Godis 
to be feared, and worſhipped:therefore he muſt 
needsbemercitull. I che eucrlaſting God were 
like Minos& Radamathus,thatis,acrucldge, 
& luch a one as cannot be 1ntreated,there would 
be no religion,no worſhip of god inthe world. 
Bur he is very mercifull, yea therfore he is mer- 
citull, becauſe he 1s God. Very godly is that ſay- 
ing of Gregoric Nazianzen: God abth [euentie 
times ſeuen times forgiue ſmners their trefþaſe. | 


ſes, as his ouwne oracles ave teftifie, andthe holy 


Ghoſt hath taught us.w hat citie was there more 
wickeathen Nintve? what hand more greeate 


for gaine thenthe handofthe Publicanes? But 


Teſus Chriit ſhewed mercy euen on thoſe, vuhen | 
they repented.ad Vitaliavum. Very excellental> | 


ſo is that of Auguſtine: 1fthere were not mercie * 
Col obns if thou Lnulelt hecome 4 indae onely. 
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and not a merciful father jfthou ſnouldeſt marke 
our in:quities,andwhat is aone amiſſe, who were 
able to abide it. vvhowvere able to ſtand before - 
thee, and ſay, I am guiltles? wboſnould ſtand in 
thy cudgement? Therefore my onely hope is, that 
there is mercie vvith thee. If thisbe the onely 
hope ofthe children of God, that there is mercie 
with God, what mult we thinke of our merits 
and work; of {ypererrogationof which forged 
deuiſes the Papiſts may often falſly and proudly 
boaſt(as they doe but they can neuer ſpeak tru- 
ly ofthem, and without bluſhing. 

Manaſles kivg of Iuda,was ſtained with ma- 
ny linnes, as namely idolatrie, crueltie, and op- 
prefsion : but whz he was in tribulation he prat- 
ed tothe Lorahis God and humbledhimſelfe: & 
obtainedpardonof his ſmnes.2,.Chr. 33. It God 
did pardon wicked Manaſles, whoſe'finnes o- 
uerflowved like a deluge, deſpaire not of the 
mercy of God:but repent thou as Manaſles did, 
and God will recetue thee to mercic , as he did 
Manaſlzs. 

The prophet Tonas was ouertaken with no 
{& fimallſinne, whereupon God was ſo diſpleaſed 
i thathe puniſhed Tonas. When Tonas wasin 
'K the Vhalesbellieand oucrwhelmed with the 
{ waucs of the ſea,the /onahprayeatuntothe Lord | 


41 
dienceto God with Tonas,and hauefelt thehea- 
vie hid of God with him, let vs learne of Tonas, 
who was calt into the ſea, nottobediſcoura- 
gcd, but to offer vp humbly vnto God a acri- 
fice of praier for our deliucrance. 

Peter did fall moſt gricuouſly. For when he 
had heard Chriſts ſermss for three yeres ſpace, 
and ſeene his miracles, he denied him thricein 
the hall of Caiphas the high prieſt, and that 
with an oath, and cxccration. Math. 26. But he 
repented 8 bewailed bis linnes,& god recciued 
himinto fauour againe. Therefore god wil for- 
giuc others alſo, albcit they ſinve gricuouſly, if 
ſo bei that they repent, and flie ynto hismercy 
in Chriſt Ieſus. 

Paul before his conuerſion, was a blaſphemer, 
anda perſccutour, 8c. But the grace of Goa was 
exceeding aboundant towards hizs. 1. Tim.x. Of 
a woultc he wasnot onlic madeaſheepe butan 
Apoſtle: Therefore lctno man diſpaire,chough 
his ſinnes beneuer ſo great 8 many in number. 
But hee no ſooner asked patdon of almightie 
God, but he obtained it. 2. Sam. 11. If wee 
will confeſſe our ſinnes , and aske pardon 
as Dauid did, God will heare vs alſo and 
pardonour ſinnes. Yerie well ſaith Saint Au- 
ouſtine: Marie willfallwith Dauid but they will | 
g not ri[e againe with Danid.T herefore L Dauidis 
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210 exiple for thee wherby thou maiſt learn to fa, 
but wherby thou muſt learne to riſe again, when 
thou haſt fallen. Take heede leſt thou fall let not 
delight in leſſe things cauſe thee to losſe greater 
matters:but let the hazaraing of greater things 
terrifie thee (rom doing leſſe things. For this end 
7t was ſet aowne, for this enait was written, for 
this end it hath bin often read and ſung in the | 
Church: let the hearken who hane not yet fallen, | 
leaſt they ave fall: let them hearken who haue (| 
fallen,that theymayriſe azaine. And after:Thrs 
pſalme (towzt 51. )as it makes them warie who 
hane not fallen , ſo it wouldnot hane them to be 
a; [couraged,who han fallen.r hoſoeutr thou art 
that ha#t ſinned, and aoubteſ} to repent thee of 
thy ſane , becauſe thou deſpaireſt of thy ſaluat- 
on heare how Danid laments and mournes. It is 
not Nathan the prophet , but Danuid himſelfe 
which is [ent to # Hearken how he cries out, 
and crie with him. Hearken how he mournes,and 
220urne with him. Heare how he wWCeepes, & wee 
with him. Hearken how he is correfted andbe 
I comforted vuithbim. If thoucanſt not ſhut out 
| fimme, tnnowuviſe junt out hope of pardon of thy 
* Yue Andafter: Heale my grienous woundwith 
thy moſt ſourraigne medicine. My wondis great 


' I know but my phyſition is all-ſufficient. 1 ſhould | 
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fave that myphyſitis is al-ſufficient. Haue mer- 
cie pon, O God, according to thy great mercie. 
Anduatter:Thou art fullof mercie and compaſs 
ow that not onely ordiwarie ſinners, but vvicked 
& wngoaly men need uot to aoubt, if they repent 
& turne to thee. Andafter: O Lord, open thou my 
lippes,and my month ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe, 
Thypraiſe, O Lord, becauſe thou haſt created 
me: thy praiſe becauſe Iwas put in mind tocon- 


| feſſemy ſmme: thy praiſe,T ſay becauſe thou didft 


not leane me in my ſmne. Auguſt.plal.gr. I roight 
eaſily gather a many moe flowets out of the 


' . moſt pleaſant garden df God, and out of the 


writings oft holy men; but I will content my 
ſelfe with this iurtle handfull which hath a ſweer 
and fragrant ſmell. And, becauſethey which 
hane profited inthe ſchoole of God,doe labour 
and ſtrive that their words may hauc weight, 
I by their leaue too, will not greatly ſtand ypors 
number. | 

Queſt. What muſt they doc, who are ſoli- 
cited of Satan to kill themſclucs? 

Anſ. They muſt pray continually, Lead ws 
rot into temptation: they muſt read the holy 
Scriptures they muſt heare, ſuch ſermons as 
may eaſe their conſciences, not ſuch as may 


trouble and vexe them more. They muſt ap- 
nlie to their confrienceerhe forenre nramilee nt 
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the Goſpel, and notthe threatnings of the law: 
"They mul: fer Chriſt before heir eyes, not as 
heis atudge,butas heis Teſus, that is, their Saui- 
our. They muſt aske counſcll of learned and 
godly men, asthe men of Terufalem did of Pe- 
ter,andthereſt ofthe Apoſtles: They mult pray 
at home privately, and in the Church publike- 
ly. They muſt not giue themſclues to ſolita: 
rines,leaſt they become pecuiſh and vntoward. 
They muſt beare the hand of God patiently, 8: 
God in his good time will heale their woun- 
ded conſciences with the dew ot his bleſsing; he 
will turnetheir mourning into dauncing, their | 


Erie ar SO ens dp. Ae 


fackcloath into gladnes:& they that haue ſawen 


lntearesſhallreapeinioy. | — 
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... The ſacrifices of God are acontrite ſpirit: 4 
 contrite andabroken heart,O Goathou ſnalt not 
aeſp ſe.Plal,gr.t7. 
The Lord is neare unto them that are of a 
contrite heart, andwill ſaue ſuch as be afflicted 
#n Giri. Plal.34.18: By, by 
_. * The irit of the Lordis upon me, becauſe he 
hath annointed me that Iſhould\preach the Go. 
x ſpell wvntothe poore:he hath ſent me that Iſhould 
I beatethebroken hearted, faith Chriſt. Luk. 4.18. 
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